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THE MORPHOLOGY AND CYTOARCHITECTURE OF
THE NUCLEI RETROAMBIGUALIS, AMBIGUUS
AND RETROFACIALIS IN THE PIGLETS®
MEDULLA OBLONGATA

Mo Xiang Tian Jiuchou

(Degpartment of Vetertnary Science)

The serial sections of the piglets’ brainstem were stained by Nissl sta-
ining method to study the morphology and cytoarchitecture of the follow-
ing euclei. The results show that: 1) N. retroambigualis is located in
the caudal part of the medulla oblongata. Its location corresponds to the
intermediolateral column of the spinal cord. [t is of pyramridal shape with
the base connecting with the caudal end of the N. ambiguus. 2) N.’
ambiguus is composed of two parts; The rostral part is composed of
medjum-sized and small-sized cells. The caudal part is subdivided into a
dorsomedial and a ventrolateral cell groups 38) N,retrofacialis is corposed
of a dorsal and a ventral cell groups, and the both groups are composed
of densely packed medium sized cells.

Key words; nucleus retroambigualis; nucleus arbiguus; nucleus retrofac-

ialis; morphology; cytoarchitecture; domestic piglet



