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The Effects of planting Dates on The Growth And
Development, Yield and Quality of cotton

Xu Xu-zhang Xu Xuan
(Northwestern College of Agriculture)
Abstract

The cxperiments on the reponse of early, middle and late matur-
ing cultivars of cotton to the planting dates were carried out in the
upland fields in wugone, Shaanxi province from 1978 to 1980, The r-
esults obtained showed that the pladting dates would affect the gro-
wth, yield and quality of cotton, )

The ffects of planting dates were chiefly shown in the following ,
ways.Before the 25th of April, the later the planting date is; the s-
"horter the growing pering period is; after the 25th of April, the p-
lanting date is; the longer the growthg period is,Thus 25th of April
is in general the dividing line in the middle western part of Shaanxi
province, with an aim to get a yield of 100 jin per mu, summer cot-
tcn must be planted before the 10th of June so as to ansure the boll
development and maturity,

The planting detes may have a significant effect on cotton yield,
when planted on the 5th of April, there will be a great number of bo-
lls, a great percentage of pre-hotseason and hotseason bolls so that
the yield is the highest,when planted on the 25th of April, there w-
ill be a great number of bolls and cotton matures early with a high
yleld of 160 jin per mu; when planted after the 25th of April, there
will be more autumn bolls and cotton will mature late ,The bolls,
though numerous, may not normally develop so that the yield is not
so high, The boll weight will significantly decrease by o, 21g, 0.28g
and O, 40g respectively with each date delayed, when planted before
the 25th of April, the boll weight will be 5g or so; when planted befove
25th of May, the boll weight of voer 493 wehn planted after the 25th of
May,the boll weight will decrease many times,The lint percentage shows
a tendency to have a decrease in all three types of cultivars with the
the planting datas, and the relative coefficients, are-0,903, -0,7612 and
-0,7764,which is very significant,The effccts of planting dates on cotton

fiber length are not significant and the relative coefficient is only -0,556



