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An Observation on Feather Growth Rate Linked
with Sex in Several Local Breeds of Chicken

ZHANG Xue-yu, HUANG Fan-mei, SU Yi-jun, ZHAO Dong-wei
(]itmgsu Institute of Poultry Science, Jiangdu- Jiangsu 225261, China)

Abstract: An observation on the feather growth rate linked with sex is conducted in
several local breeds of chicken. These breeds include T aihe Silky Fowl, Xianju Fowl,
Gushi Fowl, Xiaoshan Fowl, Youji Fowl and Langshan Fowl (N strain) . T he result is as
follows: T aihe Silky Fowl and Xianju Fowl carry fast—growth type of feather, Gushi
Fowl, Xiaoshan Fowl and Youji Fowl carry slow-growth type of feather,and Langshan
Fowl (N strain) has both types. It is suggested that these breeds might be applied to
feather sexing in crossing.

Key words: local breed; fast—growth type of feather; slow—growth type of feather; au—

to-sexing
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