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A Study on the Cultivation History of Potato in China

Gu Mao Ma Huiying Xue Shiming
(Cold Region Crop Institute of Shanxi A cademy of A gricultural Sciences, Datong> Shanx i 037004)

Abstract An analysis of Chinese local history showed that the mountainous border
areas connecting Sichuan, Hubei, Shaanxi and Gansu were the earliest potato planting
districts in China. The main producing area of potato in the southern part of China was
an extension of this border areas. T he evolution of potato name illustrated a process of
potato cultivation in China and the formation of the main producing areas around Jinbei
in the northern part of China and in the northeast of China. The paper proved that T ai—
wan and the coastal areas of Guangdong and Fujian were not the earliest or the earlier
potato planting regions in China. 3 basic questions on studying the history of Chinese
potato cultivation were also discussed in this paper.
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