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Pathology of the Caverned Disease in Soft—Shelled
Turtle ( Trionyx Sinensis)
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Abstract This paper described the characters of pathogenic bacteria of caverned
disease in soft-shelled turtle in Shaanxi Province. 6 strains, 9401, 9402, 9403, 9405 and
9406 were isolated from the moribund soft-shelled turtles. 4 strains of them 9401, 9402,
9403 and 9405 through infecting tested have had a higher pathogenicity. They can seri—
ously infect turtles with a similar characters to natural infectious case. On the other
hand, 4 strains were lethal to a mouse. It proved that four strains were the pathogens of
caverned disease. According to the morphological features of the bacterium, cultural per—
formances, and physiobiochemical reactions, these strains had been identified as
Aeromonas hydrophila Stanier and Proteus vulgaris Hauser.
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