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An Investigation on the Marek s Disease of

Chicken in Shaanxi Province

Zhang Yanming Wang Jingyu Zhang Guoxiang Liu Minzhe
(Department of Veterinary Science ,Northwestern Agricultural University, Yangling, Shaanxi 712100)

Abstract From 1995 to 1997, an epidemiological study on the Marek s Disease of
chicken in 11 counties (or cities) of Shaanxi Province was carried out. 588 flocks of
chicken were surveyed,including 10 hens lines and 3 broiler lines with a total number of
139, 700 chickens. The results showed that the morbidity and mortality were 33. 8%
(199/588) and 18. Yo (26397/139700), respectively. The syndrome was more serious in
broiler lines than in hens lines. The agar gel diffusion precipitation showed that the hens
lines MD antibody positive rates and MD antigen positive rates were 15. G — 58 3%
and 74. 1% - 84. & , while in broiler lines the M D antibody positive rates and MD anti-
gen positive rates were 4 2o — 6. o and 68. 1% — 79. %% , respectively. The flocks of
immuned HVT Marek s Disease of chicken morbidity were 29. 4% .

Key words hens line, broiler line, Marek s Disease of chicken, epidemiology, agar

gel diffusion precipitation ( AGP)
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