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An Anatomic Study of Nipponia
—— The Character of Skeleton

Fang Guangli Wang Qianghua’ Ma Xinwu
Cao Yonghan’ Xiu Yongping'
(1 Department of Animal Science, Northwestern A gricultural University ,Yangling, Shaanx i, 712100)
(2Wildlif e Protection Station of Shaanxi Pwvince, Xian,Shaanxi, 710000)

Abstract In the anatomic study of nipponia s skeleton, it is discovered that the
skeleton is primarily consists of pneumatic bone and that its structure is weak. The size
of its sternum is small, while the pectrolis muscle is welldeveloped. This inconsistency
may be one of the causes which lead to the decrease of the nipponia’s amount. The
morphology of nipponias throax looks like a plane transverse cone. The articulatio
sternocostalis and articulatio costovertebralis are much flexible. THe percent of each
part's length of spine (C, Th, L, S and CY) is 53. 9, 18 7, 4.2, 3 9 and 19 2,
respectively. The length ratio of femuro, tibia and tarsometatarsus is 0. 86* 1° 0. 65.
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