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TRACING BACK TO THE SOURCES OF
GRAPHICAL SYMBOLS

(Hong Yimei Lu Qipeng)
(Northwestern Agricuiturar University)
Abstract

The gencration of graphical symbols may oe iraczd back to the hie-
roglyphics. pictographs, ancient pictures and totems more than 4000 years
B. C, With the continuous evolution of the human society, ancieant Pic-
tures and pictographs are divided into three branches., One evolves lo the
hieroglyphics, aad is rcplaced gradually by the ideogram and phonogram;
another branch develops into the drawing of art as well as technical
drawings; and the third advances to the supplementary means of charac-
ters—marks, badgeS, etc. and other wvarious graphical symbols., This
paper also makes clear the special function of graphical symbols from
historical development,

Key words, Graphical symbol; pictograph; hieroglyphic; mark; badge



