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EFFECT OF MET MAIZE SEED-SOAKING AGENT
UPON YIELD INCREASE IN MAIZE

Zhao Baishan Li Huitao Hua Tanmao Li changwei Zhou Jianbin

(Department of Sotl Sctence and Agrochemistry,

Northwestern Agricultural Untversity)
Abstract

Maize seed-soaking agent (MET) was applied to the area of 302,000
mu(20133 ha,) accamulated in the experimental and demonstration areas in
9 counties (districts) in 1985—1987. Results from the experiments showed
that maize seed-soaking agent increases maize yield more significatly as
compared with 0,05% ZnSO, used at the present. Based on three years
statistics from 19 experimental fields, the ave.age increase in output
per mu treated with MET was 58.6%4.6kg, higher (with an increase rate
of 5.9~27%, average 14.6%) than that treated with water, Seeds soaked
in this agent emerge 1 to 2 days earlier than those treated soaked in
water, with well-developed root system and high amount of chorophyll a and
bin leaves. The root activity was strong in the intermediate-late stage of
maize plants, The areaa of three |eaves near ears were large, This agent can
strengthen the photosynthesis with a significant increase in 1000-grain
weigh” (16.2+5,6g) and 30+ 10 grains in each ear. Thus this agent is easy
to us¢ low in cost and high in ccomomic, returns,

Key words, Maize seed—soaking agent; root activity; chorophyll a, b,

mature periody three leaves near ears



