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Studies On Birth Weight And Affecting Factors In
Qinchuan Cattle |

Zhang Yinghan

(Northwestern College of Agrioulture)

Abstract

Qinchuan cattle (Bos taurus) bred in Guanzhong plain of Shaanxi
Province is a famous breed of indigenours yellow cattle in China, The
breed is of both strong power of draft purpose and distinctive beef
characteristics,

Birth weight (BW) was considered as an important biological tra-
it of the cattle with an average BW; male (N=352) , 26.7+0,22 (S, E)
kg, female (N=288) , 25.3+0.21 (S.E) kg. And they were only 6,13
and 5,81 per cent of their mature weight respectively,

The important factors affecting birth weight were: calf sex (P <{0,001
~0,005) ; damage ( P<C0,001) ; Sire age ( P<<0.025) ; year of birth
(P<0.025) ; Farm No Xyear of birth ( P<<0,025) ; sex X yearly
X quarterly (P<0,025) . But, BW of calves produced by the
3-year-old cows (the first birth) to the ll-year-old cows (the 9th
birth) increased gradually up till to the maximum weight with an ave-
rage BW being 28,9kg (male) and 26,4 kg (female) .Since then, their
BW decreased gradually,



